
 

 

Dear TA Community,​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 

I want to thank the whole Taos Academy community for allowing me the opportunity to 

take a few months leave. My time away was fun while also being reflective and rejuvenating. 

Thank you Ms. Christie Berg for stepping in and holding up our TA community as interim Head 

Administrator. If I can speak for us all, we appreciate all your time supporting our staff and 

students at TA.  My gratitude also extends to the administration, staff and students for your 

focus on our mission of excellence and for always providing such a high level, safe educational 

environment. It is all of you who make our environment one that I love being a part of. I have 

missed all of you and I am greatly looking forward to returning on February 3rd. 

 
Thank you, 

 
 
Dr. Traci Filiss 
Executive Director/Superintendent ​  

 

Dear Taos Academy Community, 
 
      I am so glad to have been part of the TACS community for this brief time. Taos 
Academy has a strong and positive reputation in the charter school realm and it was 
my pleasure to see it from the inside. Dr. Filiss and the whole staff are dedicated to 
maintaining this reputation for a high performing yet caring atmosphere.  
     I will miss so much about the school and will always remember how welcomed and 
included I felt the last three months!                                                                                          
This experience has been a beautiful blessing in my life. 
Good luck and finish strong! 
 
Ms. Christie A. Berg 
Interim Executive Director/Superintendent 

THE TAOS ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL REPORT CARD 



 

The Taos Academy Charter School Report Card is available at: 

https://nmvistas.org/Taos_Academy/Taos_Academy or at https://www.taosacademy.org/ 

OVERVIEW 

Grades Served: Taos Academy serves 5th through 12th grades 

ESSA Designation: Spotlight 

Taos Academy Charter School received a school score of 74.7, and ESSA Designation: 

Spotlight 

DISTRICT PROFICIENCIES 

MATH: 25% READING: 51% SCIENCE: 52% 

Math Growth: 60th Reading Growth: 59.5 

DISTRICT GRADUATION RATES 

4-YEAR: 90% 5-YEAR: 90% 6-YEAR: 90% 

 

El informe de calificaciones de la Taos Academy Charter School está disponible en: 

https://nmvistas.org/Taos_Academy/Taos_Academy o en https://www.taosacademy.org/ 

DESCRIPCIÓN GENERAL 

Grados atendidos: Taos Academy ofrece desde el 5.o hasta el 12.o grado 

Designación ESSA: Spotlight 

La Taos Academy Charter School recibió una puntuación escolar de 74,7 y la designación 

ESSA: Spotlight 

COMPETENCIAS DEL DISTRITO 

MATEMÁTICAS: 25 % LECTURA: 51 % CIENCIAS: 52 % 

Progreso en matemáticas: 60.o Progreso en lectura: 59,5 

TASAS DE GRADUACIÓN DEL DISTRITO 

4 AÑOS: 90 % 5 AÑOS: 90 % 6 AÑOS: 90 % 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
School Delays or Closings: Please be sure to access our calendar online and watch for weather 
delays or closings on local news stations. Emails and robo calls will also be sent out to all TA families to 
notify them of any closures or delays. For weather-related closures, we will follow our virtual learning 
day processes - please be on the lookout for communication from your teachers! 
 
 
 
 
 

                
Re Enrollment and Lottery 
Taos Academy lottery enrollment for the 25-26 school year opens on March 3rd - April 7th. The 
drawing will be held on April 9th at 10:00 am. An email with returning student forms will be sent 

out the first week of March. All returning students will need to have their forms turned into the front 
office either by email or in person before April 3rd. Failure to turn in the necessary forms may result in 
your student forfeiting their position for the 25-26 school year.  

 
 
      

 
National Honor Society News 

Members will be participating in two school-sponsored events this semester.  
Our chapter will be working in coordination with the Student Advisory Council to present a Winter 
Carnival on Saturday, February 15 from 12:00 - 4:00. There will be games, baked goods, and a craft 

table sponsored by individual students. Tickets will be available for purchase at the door. All proceeds 
will fund this year’s prom and graduation events.  

The second will be Dr. Suess Day on Saturday, March 1, 2025, from 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM at Bataan Hall 
located at 121 Civic Plaza Drive. Students will be helping with a myriad of activities such as making 
balloon animals and face painting. Additionally, our chapter members are also undertaking individual 

service projects.  



 

 
Shout out to our NHS officers who are doing an outstanding job this year: 

Amelia Martinez, President 
Grace Burden, Vice President 

Haddi Rychlik, Secretary 
Soly Espinoza-Sack, Treasurer 

Stefan Breier, Technology Officer 
Thank you all for your hard work and dedication! 

 
 

 
Taos Academy High School Student Council is raising money for 
PROM!  

●​ Candy and Rose grams are for sale. $1 for lollipop grams and $3 for rose grams. 
Purchase through a student council member or Mrs. Lucero-Martinez. Delivery to 
advisory classes on 2/12 and 2/13. 

○​ Looking for donations of prizes for the winter carnival. We are seeking new or gently 
used stuffed toys for prizes.  

 
 

​ Taos Academy Community Council/ Equity Council  
Taos Academy is seeking presenters for our upcoming cultural celebrations. These celebrations 
will be held during our monthly community council meetings. If you are interested in presenting 
or have a contact for a great presenter please contact Jamie Lucero-Martinez, Equity Lead 
jlucero-martinez@taosacademy.org  

●​ February 26th: Black History Month Celebration 
●​ March 26th: Women’s History Month Celebration 
●​ April 30th: Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration 

 
College and Career Fair 

Taos Academy will host its annual College and Career Fair on Thursday, February 27th, 2025 
from 9-11:30am. We are seeking businesses and community organizations to present to our 
students. Please email jlucero-martinez@taosacademy.org or dbranchal@taosacademy.org 

 
Senior Updates! 

●​ Submit your Photos for the yearbook no later than February 27th.  
●​ Robing ceremony and Senior Night is May 13th, 2025  
●​ Mandatory Commencement Rehearsal - Thursday, May 15th, 2025 
●​ Graduation is Friday, May 16, 2025 @ 2 pm at Taos Academy. 

 
 
 

mailto:jlucero-martinez@taosacademy.org
mailto:jlucero-martinez@taosacademy.org
mailto:dbranchal@taosacademy.org


 

 
 
Dear Families, 
 We are scheduling Spring IEPs and Reevaluations and will be contacting you.  
Seniors, please make sure you have met with Ms. Henshaw to complete your 
Summary of Learning and make sure we have your personal contact 
information. You can pick up a complete packet to take to your college student 
services from Mrs. Bradley sbradley@taosacademy.org .  

 

 
Seniors, please start working on scholarships!!!  Click here for scholarship 
information.  If you need support, please stop by my office or send me an 

email avialpando@taosacademy.org  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Happy February! If students are doing the same internship, they just need to complete a March and May 
progress report this semester to continue to get elective credit.  
 

●​ If students start a new internship, they MUST complete another Internship Agreement and 
Memorandum of Understanding and turn it in to the internship classroom.  
 

If you are new to TA or you have just started a new internship please come talk to Mr. J. Weisfeld ASAP 
for an orientation. Internship will not be allowed until each candidate has done an orientation with Mr. J 

mailto:sbradley@taosacademy.org
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rOGL2zEMg-cVCB0iw3X0-5oxkCxmt10MqqAwz_7A4Mw/edit#slide=id.g10d78738327_0_52
mailto:avialpando@taosacademy.org


 

Weisfeld. Only after new students have been oriented, will they be invited to join the Internship 
Classroom. 
 
Taos Academy’s Internship Program gives elective credit to high school students who are volunteering 
in the community, participating in a sports program, or gaining job experience. In order to receive credit, 
students must have the business or organization  they are working with and parent/guardian fill out these 
forms and documentation or hours:  

1.​ “Memorandum of Understanding”  
2.​ “Internship Agreement”  
3.​ Summer, Fall (October and December), Spring (March and May) progress reports (1 for summer, 2 per 

fall and spring semester)  
 
***If an internship is outside the TA community (not eSports, Science Club,)  then follow the below 
process to turn in forms: 
 
1. Print from the Classroom or get  copies from Mr. J.  
2. Fill out forms and get signatures in pen.  
3. Download the Google Classroom app. 
4. Take photographs of the signed documents then turn each photograph in to the Internship Classroom 
in to the correct assignment. 
 
* Each document MUST be turned in to the appropriate dated assignment and will not be given credit 
until they are in their correct assignment (ie-don’t turn in the Memorandum into the Agreement 
assignment) 
 
*Students/families  keep the paper copies for their records.  
 
The “Memorandum of Understanding” is signed by TA’s director and by the business/organization/team 
at which the student is interning. This document is an agreement between the school and the business 
and it protects the business while students are participating in the internship.  
 
The “Internship Agreement” is a form that details the volunteer, sports, or job opportunity.  It must be 
signed by the student, mentor, coach or job supervisor, the parent, and TA’s director.   
 
The “Progress Reports” are dated and must be completed by the supervising party-2 for each semester of 
internship credit (only one progress report is needed for a summer internship) and must include a 
supervisor signature and hours.  Progress reports that are turned late, risk the loss of internship credit.  
 
 
For Fall/Spring: 
Both progress reports turned in on time=  A grade 
Only one progress report on time= C grade 
No progress report=No credit 
 
Summer Progress Reports only require one signature and will be completed once school starts in the fall. 
 
 All parties must provide their contact information for the form to be considered complete.  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Sq6Un7TTKRs7MAB5LyI62-hGSGoqMkyuBrISYPbAGWM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f2DsBNNCJv8GeQ68p7dJe0AzdiHbZ3h660XjWvMNTug/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13vXGfkX3R6y5kmJOUkp0zfi52DvQygEZuZLsDOcERGQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/15PWx6ZCKr4JAY8QUXvKrrBPOGYW7MOKFsERsuEupjBQ/edit#gid=608189344
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1o_T4sEV347AEaRCdf2H6DzALCB3vNg_rz_M80fzjev4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1XoSR9zo6x5zkhQUav7udrayXX-H3HZaV5y_uyOoqWq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/14rRkaslbwUQb93vrPcbqsPcJBTf4QpW2ADqKZ5HvaGs/edit?usp=sharing


 

If a form is missing or incomplete, a student will not receive credit for their internship. Contact Mr. 
Weisfeld at jweisfeld@taosacademy.org if you have any questions. 
 
 
 

 

 Taos Academy Community School and Council Update                  
Families are invited to attend TA Community Council meetings to learn about our Community School, Parent 
Advisory, and Equity Council. You may attend in person or with the google meet. Training for parents is offered 
at the beginning of the meeting starting at 4:15 from TA teachers.Your children are welcome to attend with you. If 
they are students, they may participate in the meeting, work on Edgenuity, or use a computer for an educational 
game. STEAM-based education in collaboration with TWIRL is available during the meeting. Contact Deborah 
E. Branchal Community School Coordinator at dbranchal@taosacademy.org to have your child participate in this 
exciting program. Look for the next meeting agenda to be distributed before the February 28th meeting. 
Review the minutes from the last meeting at the end of this newsletter. We look forward to your participation! 
We are asking you to email dbranchal@taosacademy.org with any questions you may have about our community 
school and share any insights you have about how we can better support and serve our TA families. Please let 
Mrs. Branchal know of your availability to volunteer in our school and what kinds of help you can provide to us.  

Important Reminder: ACCESS Testing for ELL Students 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

TA wants to remind you that ACCESS testing for our English Language Learners (ELL) will begin the week of 
February 10-18, 2025. This test is mandatory for all ELL students and is an important part of their language 
development assessment. 

Test Schedule​
The testing will be scheduled by domains: Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. Mrs. Branchal will provide 
specific details on when each domain will be tested. 

How You Can Help​
Please ensure your child attends school on the scheduled test days. We also recommend the following to help 
them perform their best: 

●​ Rest: Make sure your child gets a good night's sleep before each test day. 
●​ Snack & Drink: Pack snacks and drinks to keep them energized during testing. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Branchal 

mailto:jweisfeld@taosacademy.org
mailto:ljoseph@taosacademy.org
mailto:ljoseph@taosacademy.org


 

12th graders!!  
Are you interested in your Bilingual Seal? Please email Mrs. Deborah E. Branchal, 
dbranchal@taosacademy.org for more information. You must have completed 2 
years of a foreign language. Submit your interest on or before February 14, 2025. 

 
 
 

Taos Academy Yearbook  - TreeRing 
Yearbooks are on sale NOW!  

*Customize Your 2 Free Pages  
*Add photos from your computer, Facebook,Instagram, Google Drive & more. 
*Answer fun Memory Questions to help remember the year. 
The 2 Custom Pages are FREE and are printed ONLY in your book. Want more pages? Each additional 2 pages is 
just $1.99. 
Regular price: .$23.85 
*Does not include sales tax, if applicable 
Go to: www.treering.com/validate1 
Enter your school’s passcode: 101390232849386 
Must be a parent or student 13 years or older to purchase online. 

 

 

2/10 - Governing Council 
2/14 - Valentine’s Day 
2/26 - Community Council 
2/27 - College and Career Fair 
 
 
 

   
 
3/6 -  End of 3rd 9 weeks - Remote Day - Parent Conference & STEM Night 
3/10 - Governing Council  
3/17-3/21 - Spring Break  
3/10 - STEM + Art Q4 Begins 
3/26 - Community Council 

 
 
 
 

mailto:dbranchal@taosacademy.org
http://www.treering.com/validate1


 

 
 
 

TA Community Council MEETING  4:15 –5:30 
Wednesday January 29th, 2025 

Taos Academy 
110 Paseo Del Canon West  

Taos, NM 
575-751-3109 

Taos Academy Parent Advisory Meetings are held the last Wednesday of each month.  The Advisory committee welcomes 

parent participation.  The mission of the committee is to help move the organization forward with strategic planning and 

quality assurance. Please review the norms, roles and agenda to further understand the structure of the meeting. Thank 

you and we look forward to ideas related to our mission. 

 

TA Community Council Meeting Info: 

Join with Google Meet  

Taos Academy Community Council 

Wednesday, January 29th · 4:15 – 5:15pm MST 

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/kmf-qwdi-hkb 

Or dial: (US) +1 650-667-3280 PIN: 837 295 052# 

 
Attendance: Jamie Lucero Martinez, Lisa Joseph, Emmett Moulton, Mae LaBella, Mary May, Robert Smith, Erica Olson 
Hensley, Tami Martinson.  
 
Meeting Agenda: 
 
Meeting Norms: Respect time, come with solutions, win-win, champion a committee and help spread information and 
resources to students and families.    
 

●​ Community Schools goals- Increase collaboration with our community partners. 
●​ Parent Advisory goals - Parents sharing ideas and concerns, championing a committee, finding a place in the 

school where you can contribute, encouraging other parents to participate. 
●​ Equity Council goals - Bridging the gap for servicing subgroups and the needs for equity in educational 

opportunities. Cultural responsiveness is part of the process for this group and working on a positive school culture. 

Meeting Agenda: 
4:15-5:30 Discussion items:  

●​ Instructional Update:Review of the Taos Academy 23-24 report card. A copy of the report card is included 
in the February newsletter, available on the TA website, and nmvistas.org 

○​  Taos Academy has received the designation of “Spotlight School” with a score of 74.7. 
DISTRICT PROFICIENCIES 

○​ MATH: 25% READING: 51% SCIENCE: 52% 
○​ Math Growth: 60th percentile 
○​ Reading Growth: 59.5th percentile 
○​ DISTRICT GRADUATION RATES 

■​ 4-YEAR: 90% 5-YEAR: 90% 6-YEAR: 90% 
●​ Community Schools:  
●​ February at a glance:  Student Council is selling Candy and Rose grams to raise money for PROM. College 

and Career fair will be held February 27th. Please see the newsletter for more information 
●​ Parent Comments and Questions:  
●​ Next meeting agenda items: State Testing, STEM Night, Student Led conferences, Twirl activities  

Equity Council: Agenda  Meeting February 26th, 2025 

https://meet.google.com/upc-gces-pcc?authuser=0&hs=122
https://meet.google.com/kmf-qwdi-hkb


 

 

Taos Academy Community Council/ Equity Council  
Taos Academy is seeking presenters for our upcoming cultural celebrations. These celebrations 
will be held during our monthly community council meetings. If you are interested in presenting 
or have a contact for a great presenter please contact Jamie Lucero-Martinez, Equity Lead 
jlucero-martinez@taosacademy.org  

●​ February 26th: Black History Month Celebration 
●​ March 26th: Women’s History Month Celebration 
●​ April 30th: Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month Celebration 

All other items are tabled due to inclement weather 
 
Traci Filiss Executive Director  

Jamie Lucero-Martinez - Program Lead  

Deborah Branchal,Cruz Duran,- 
Multilingual Learning 

Tami Martinson - Economically 
Disadvantaged  

Tanya Martinez-Gurule-Disabilities 

Other needs - student representation by 
HS SAC Rep. 

 Attendance: See above 
 

Disclaimer: The following information is posted as a public service for our families.  It is 
not directly from Taos Academy, and is not related to the school. www.ilrc.org/red-cards 

will be available at the front desk. 
 

Aviso: La siguiente información se publica como un servicio público para nuestras 
familias. No proviene directamente de Taos Academy y no está relacionada con la escuela. 
www.ilrc.org/red-cards estará disponible en la recepción. 

 

mailto:jlucero-martinez@taosacademy.org
http://www.ilrc.org/red-cards


 



 



 



 

 


